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KS3 More about his work

Reading Text 3 – An extract from Dylan Thomas – A New Life by Andrew Lycett, pages 29-30.
This is an extract from Andrew Lycett’s biography of Dylan Thomas.

Notes:

Nancy is Dylan Thomas’s sister.

Cwmdonkin Drive refers to Dylan’s home, 5 Cwmdonkin Drive.

D.J. is Dylan’s father.
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TASKS

1. Read the text carefully and fill in this grid. Each statement is ‘True’, ‘False’ or the extract ‘Doesn’t Say’. One has been done for you.

	Statement
	True
	False
	Doesn’t Say

	1. Dylan enjoyed the sound of words before he could read.


	X
	
	

	2. The content of nursery rhymes was important to Dylan.

	
	
	

	3. Words seemed to produce colours in Dylan’s eyes.

	
	
	

	4. Dylan’s mother remembered that he started to compose poetry before the age of six.

	
	
	

	5. Nancy could never think of subjects for Dylan’s poems.

	
	
	

	6. Dylan’s friends also suggested subjects for his poems.

	
	
	

	7. Dylan’s writing was spikey and untidy.

	
	
	

	8. Dylan produced pictures to accompany his poems.


	
	
	

	9. Dylan’s poems would be displayed in the kitchen.


	
	
	

	10.  All Dylan’s early poems have been kept.


	
	
	


2. Draw a line between the words in the left-hand column and its definition in the right-hand column. They are in bold type in the extract so you can see them in context. One has been done for you.

script




pleasing to the ear
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décor




bigger than the usual size
output




a moment of sudden realization




oversize




handwriting
despatch




relating to a young person; childish

euphoniously



the amount of something produced by a person

expression




the furnishing and decoration of a room
epiphany




to send off to a destination 

juvenile




a word or phrase to convey an idea
3. Use 6 of the above words in the left-hand column in your own sentences. Try and make their meaning clear from the context of the sentence.


4. If you had to tell someone who hadn’t read the extract what information was in it, what would you say? Try and summarize the information in fewer than six sentences. You may find it useful to give the extract a title before you begin. 
Title: 

Write your summary in the speech bubble below:



Links to the Literacy Framework:

Reading

Responding to what has been read

Comprehension (Years 7 – 9)

· read with concentration texts… that are new to them, and understand the information in them
· select the main points from texts and identify how information and evidence are used to support them

Writing

Organising ideas and information

Structure and organisation

Year 7

· select and organise ideas and information to give a clear and full account
Year 8

· select and analyse and present ideas and information convincingly or objectively

Year 9

· select, interpret and evaluate ideas and information convincingly or objectively

Writing accurately

Language/Grammar/Punctuation/Spelling/Handwriting

Year 7

· use varied and appropriate vocabulary accurately, including subject-specific words and phrases
· use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning
· use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly
· produce fluent and legible handwriting
Year 8

· write with grammatical accuracy, varying the length and structure of sentences to make meaning clear
· use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning
· use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly
· produce fluent and legible handwriting
Year 9

· write simple, compound and complex sentences with grammatical accuracy in their writing
· use the full range of punctuation accurately to clarify meaning
· use a variety of strategies and resources to spell familiar and unfamiliar vocabulary and subject-specific words correctly
· produce fluent and legible handwriting
	Apart from moving pictures (films), Dylan’s imagination was stirred by words. Even before he could read, Dylan had shown signs of enjoying their sound as revealed in nursery rhymes. ‘I did not care what the words said, overmuch, nor what happened to Jack & Jull and the Mother Goose rest of them; I cared for the shapes of sound that their names, and the words describing my actions made in my ears; I cared for the colours the words cast on my eyes . . . I fell in love – that is the only expression I can think of – at once, and am still at the mercy of words.


	He late claimed he was six or seven when he began to understand how words could be strung together euphoniously in what was known as poetry … His mother dated this epiphany to a couple of years later when verse suddenly started pouring out of him. He wrote about literally anything. Sometimes he would ask his sister Nancy for a subject and, if she suggested the kitchen sink, he would turn neat rhymes on that. For paper he used whatever came to hand. A favourite medium was the cardboard that came back from the laundry as stiffener inside D.J.’s freshly ironed shirts. Visitors to Cwmdonkin Drive often found these pieces of card, duly filled with Dylan’s neat, rounded script, hung on the wall of the back parlour, allowing them to follow the progress of a poem around the room from one storyboard to the next. Dylan liked his poems to be visual, engaging the eye as well as the ear. From an early age he also drew spikey little pictures – another addition to the parlour décor….


	However, dating, or even laying hands on, his juvenile work is difficult. One reason is that most was destroyed. The Thomases used to keep Dylan’s output in what has been described as a ‘dinner wagon’ with two cupboards. At some stage, so the family story goes, Florrie tidied the contents of this oversize trolley into two piles – one to keep (containing his juvenilia), the other to throw out – and she accidentally despatched the wrong material.
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